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SETH TOM DAVIS and his dog, Poppy, spent more than three months at LAX after he missed his flight 
and his identity was stolen. The virus closed the Social Security office where he tried to get help. 


Broke and stuck at LAX, 
desperate man carries on 


He led a difficult existence to begin with. Then his 
wallet was stolen during a layover, and coronavirus hit. 


By MARIA L. LA GANGA 


Seth Tom Davis realized how serious the coronavirus 
outbreak was when he went to buy lunch at the Earl of 
Sandwich at the Tom Bradley International Terminal at 


LAX 


He sat down and laid his jacket on the seat beside 
him. Poppy, his seizure-alert dog, jumped up and made 
herself comfortable. Then the Jack Russell terrier-Dal- 
matian mix sneezed avery big sneeze for avery little dog. 
The woman beside him, Davis said, “freaked out.” 

Gov. Gavin Newsom had yet to order Californians to 
stay at home in an effort to stop the spread of the co- 
ronavirus. People were still going to work and traveling. 
The airport was still bustling; the grocery stores, more 
or less stocked. But “people got really scared,” the 30- 
year-old said. “They were scared of my dog. They were 


afraid because she sneezed.” 


Davis and Poppy have had a rare view of the pan- 


demic’s impact on Southern California air travel. They 


had been living in Terminal 6 at Los Angeles Interna- 
tional Airport since Christmas Eve, when Davis fell 


asleep during along layover 


[See LAX, A10] 


How COVID-I9 
changes landscape 


of TV pilot season 


By MEG JAMES 


This year’s batch of TV 
pilots included some omi- 
nous names: “Triage,” 
“Wreckage” and “Housebro- 
ken.” 

Now, those show titles 
also describe network TV’s 
pilot season, which has been 
upended by the coronavirus 
outbreak. 

Broadcast networks 
ABC, CBS, NBC, Fox and 
the CW were gearing up to 
employ thousands of work- 
ers in Los Angeles; Vancou- 
ver, Canada; New York and 
beyond when film and TV 
production shut down two 
weeks ago. 

Opportunities vanished 
overnight. For some, the 
work stoppage came just 
days after being hired onto a 


pilot, the industry term for 
the initial episode of a pro- 
posed series. 

Pilot season, which typi- 
cally runs from late Febru- 
ary to early May, injects an 
estimated $500 million in an- 
nual spending into the en- 
tertainment economy, 
which also boosts small 
firms such as prop houses 
and catering firms that pro- 
vide support. 

The disruption of pilot 
season underscores the rip- 
pling economic effects of the 
health crisis. Some industry 
veterans are predicting that 
pilot season, as we know it, 
may never be the same, es- 
pecially if network execu- 
tives discover they can live 
without the compressed 
window of production — a 
mad dash to find the next big 

[See TV pilots, A6] 


THE VIRUS has upended TV pilots. Above, a crew 
shoots “Bosch” in the San Fernando Valley in 2018. 


SITTING ON THE FLOOR in Terminal 6, 
Davis tries to keep Poppy warm. “I have to finda 
way to pay for her food. I have to plan things out.” 
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A's for all? Pass/fail? 
Colleges grapple with 
student demands 

to change the system 
during the pandemic. 


By TERESA WATANABE 


Zuleika Bravo, a UCLA 
senior and low-income sin- 
gle mother, has tons to worry 
about besides grades. The 
coronavirus outbreak has 
shut down her young daugh- 
ter’s school, saddling her 
with new demands to home- 
school. Her office job has cut 
hours — and herincome — in 
half. 

Bravo wants UCLA to 
change grading to pass/fail 
for all students during the 
upcoming spring quarter so 
those with myriad pressures 
like her won’t be unfairly dis- 
advantaged. 

“We're not all equal,” said 
Bravo, 28, a political science 
major. “I know I have the 
ability to get good grades, 
but given the circum- 
stances, I would have to 
work even harder than be- 
fore to compete with my col- 
leagues who don’t have to 
worry about a child.” 

Christian Israelian, a 
UCLA sophomore, wants 
letter grades. He’s taking 
three classes next quarter 
that he thinks he can ace 
and wants to boost his 
grade-point average to posi- 
tion himself for law school or 
a PhD program in geogra- 
phy. He understands the 
concerns about equity, he 
said, “but to lump everyone 
in the same boat doesn’t 
seem fair.” 

Controversies over grad- 
ing are roiling universities 
and colleges across the 
country, as the coronavirus 
pandemic prompted them 
to shift to online learning 
and send most students 
home to disparate circum- 
stances. Some students and 
faculty members say normal 
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RICH PEDRONCELLI Associated ara 
DURING THE avian flu of 2006, California started amassing medical gear 
and ready-to-go mobile hospitals. Above, supplies for the 2009 swine flu. 


State built stockpile for 
crisis, then dispersed it 


$200-million program was scrapped amid deficit 


21,000 additional patient beds wherever 
they were needed. 

In 2006, citing the threat of avian flu, 
then-Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger an- 
nounced the state would invest hundreds 
of millions of dollars in a powerful set of 
medical weapons to deploy in the case of 
large-scale emergencies and natural di- 
sasters such as earthquakes, fires and 
pandemics. 

“In light of the pandemic flu risk, it is 
absolutely a critical investment,” he told 
a news conference. “I’m not willing to 
gamble with the people’s safety.” 

The state, flush with tax revenue, soon 
sank more than $200 million into the 
mobile hospital [See Supplies, A9] 


By LANCE WILLIAMS, WILL EVANS 
AND WILL CARLESS 


They were ready to roll whenever di- 
saster struck California: three 200-bed 
mobile hospitals that could be deployed 
to the scene of a crisis on flatbed trucks 
and provide advanced medical care to the 
injured and sick within 72 hours. 

Each hospital would be the size of a 
football field, with a surgery ward, inten- 
sive care unit and X-ray equipment. Med- 
ical response teams would also have ac- 
cess to a massive stockpile of emergency 
supplies: 50 million N95 respirators, 2,400 
portable ventilators and kits to set up 


eles Cimes 


latimes.com 


A lot to worry 


esides 


school grades 


grading practices during 
these times are deeply unfair 
to those struggling with 
housing, food, health, family 
duties, a safe study space, 
access to the internet or 
classes several time zones 
away. 

Others think students 
should have the freedom to 
choose between a letter 
grade or pass/fail, saying 
that concentrating on aca- 
demics helps them manage 
stress and that earning high 
marks can distinguish them 

[See Grades, A8] 


MILITARY 
FIGHTS 
VIRUS 

ON TWO 
FRONTS 


As Pentagon deploys 
hospital ships, it shifts 
plans after dozens of 
sailors are infected. 


By DAvID S. CLOUD 


WASHINGTON — The 
Pentagon was waging a two- 
front war against the co- 
ronavirus outbreak Sat- 
urday, ramping up assist- 
ance in hard-hit states as 
commanders battled to pre- 
vent widespread infections 
in the ranks that could force 
them to curtail military op- 
erations around the globe. 

The Pentagon already 
has canceled or reduced sev- 
eral large-scale training ex- 
ercises, halted the move- 
ment of troops overseas and 
domestically, confined the 
aircraft carrier Theodore 
Roosevelt to port in Guam 
after an outbreak aboard 
the warship, and shuttered 
many ofits recruiting offices 
around the country. 

President Trump flew to 
Naval Station Norfolk in Vir- 
ginia on Saturday to watch 
as the 1,000-bed Navy hospi- 
tal ship Comfort departed 
for New York City, the epi- 
center of the U.S. outbreak, 
where it will take patients 
who don’t have the virus in 
an attempt to relieve over- 
whelmed civilian hospitals. 
The sister ship Mercy 
docked in the Port of Los An- 
geles on Friday to perform 

[See Pentagon, A14] 
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Retail businesses 
in deep distress 
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Defying orders in 
search of relief 


Naturally, many want to 
step outside as a salve for 
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In Spain, farmers 
help lead charge 
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towns to disinfect the 
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ICU patients 
double overnight 
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risen to 410, Gov. New- 
som says. CALIFORNIA, Bi 


7 | I 


5944 "1 9 


